THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

years, are still the field of unending struggle, in which
blood will not cease to flow until spiritual love illumines
us and is given the last word." Any one who interprets
Holy Writ can make a mistake, and therefore toleration
is the first duty of the Christian. "If all things were
as clear and plain as is the existence of God, Christians
could easily be of one way of thinking in religious
matters, just as all nations are united in the recognition
that there is a God. Since, however, all is obscure and
confused, Christians should cease to condemn one an-
other. If we are wiser than the heathen, let us show our-
selves better and more compassionate than were they."
Castellio has advanced a step in his disquisition.
Any one who, though he recognizes the fundamentals of
the Christian faith, fails to do so in the way pleasing to
the established authorities, is styled a heretic. Heresy,
therefore (here at length we reach the core of the matter),
is not an absolute, but a relative concept. Of course for
a Catholic, a Calvinist is a heretic; and equally of course
for a Calvinist, an Anabaptist is a heretic. The man who
in France is accounted a true believer, is a heretic in
Geneva; and conversely. He who in one country will
be burned as a criminal is, in a neighbouring land,
acclaimed a martyr. "Whereas in one city or one neigh-
bourhood, they will style you a true believer, in the next
city, or the adjoining neighbourhood, they will despise
you as a heretic; so that he who to-day wishes to live un-
disturbed, must have as many convictions and religions as
there are towns and countries." Now Castellio conies
to his last and boldest formulation. "When I reflect
on what a heretic really is, I can find no other criterion
than that we are all heretics in the eyes of those who do
not share our view." This seems extremely simple,
almost commonplace, so obvious is it. But to say as much
frankly, demanded immense moral courage in those
days. For the significance of this formulation was that
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